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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Shanghai Tang collaborates with artist Chow Chun Fai 

to reinterpret the classics for ART HK 09 

Hong Kong, April 3, 2009 – Renowned artist Chow Chun Fai is collaborating with Shanghai Tang to capture the rich culture and dynamics embodied in the brand.  Shanghai Tang is an infusion of classic cultures and contemporary forces in modern China.  And this interpretation of "Chinese identity", made by a Hong Kong entrepreneur, had since gained much popularity and recognition both across the border and overseas.

Following the same vein, Chow is going to recreate and reinterpret the iconic TV drama “The Bund”, which was produced in Hong Kong based on 1930's Shanghai.  Chow is also remaking the famous paintings by Manet, “Olympia” and “The Luncheon on the Grass”.  
“Reinterpretation of the Classics”
1. Reproducing the theme song of "the Bund"
2. Reproducing “The Shot” 
3. Reproducing "the Luncheon on the Grass"
4. Reproducing "Olympia"

In Chow's video “The Bund”, excerpts of images from the opening song of the TV drama are captured on the canvas, accompanied by Chinese lyrics at the bottom of the paintings which resemble that of the Karaoke, a cultural phenomena started in the 90s.  By overlapping the TV drama, which was shot in the 80s, with karaoke elements, Chow brings new life into the classic TV drama, much like Shanghai Tang infusing elements of different times, space and cultures into its Chinese fashion designs.

Chow's second work "The Shot" is a three-minute collage of images in which Chow is reenacting the gun-shot scene in “The Bund”, with Chow himself acting as the lead actor who was killed in the gun fight.  There will be, thus, subtle modifications of the costumes, props and backdrops in the short video.

The reason why Chow also chose to remake the works of Manet was because of the subversiveness of the famed painter.  Painted between the period of 1862 and 1863, the two paintings, “Olympia” and “The Luncheon on the Grass” both played on the notions of nudity: nude women, who seemed to be prostitutes, were seated beside fully-dressed gentlemen, who seemed oblivious about the presence of the naked women.  And, being a French painter, Manet was able to incorporate the realist painting styles of Italian Renaissance movement. Inspired by Manet's work and style, Chow is going to remake the two paintings by subtly incorporating Shanghai Tang artifacts into the paintings, mixing East and West; present and past.

As a prelude to ART HK 09, Chow is going to demonstrate the remake of "Olympia" at Shanghai Tang flagship on Pedder Street on April 8, expressing the "fusion" of time and cultures with his subtle style.  The classical settings in the original works will be replaced by the real-time settings at Shanghai Tang, featuring the shop's exquisite homeware items, and in doing so juxtaposing classics and contemporary elements, and east and west. The artist will also interact with guests participating in the demonstration.

Raphael le Masne de Chermont, executive chairman of Shanghai Tang, says: "I find our collaboration with Chow very promising.  Classics are the source of inspirations, and grounds for re-interpretation and innovation.  In remaking the classics Chow has demonstrated a passion for art creation, which is much appreciated and promoted by Shanghai Tang."

Chow, on the other hand, says: "Shanghai Tang is always able to interpret and demonstrate classic elements in contemporary ways.  It has deep understanding and skills in orchestrating the old and the new, and the east and west.  That's why I deeply admire the works of the brand."
- ends -

About Chow Chun Fai

Graduated from the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the department of Fine Arts (BA and MFA), an active member of Fotanian Artist Village.  His works have been exhibiting in Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, Singapore, Manchester, Munich, Salzburg, Vienna, Palermo, and Verona. Now working in Hong Kong and Beijing. Received awards include “Hong Kong Arts Centre 30th Anniversary Award Grand Prize”, and “the Sovereign Asian Art Prize”.  www.chowchunfai.com
About Shanghai Tang

Shanghai Tang is the first and leading luxury lifestyle brand emerging from China. Since its inception in 1994, it has advanced the expression of modern Chinese Chic by fusing current design concepts with innovative Chinese-inspired elements. Offering ready-to-wear for women, men and children, as well as accessories and home ware, Shanghai Tang supports an international network of 40 boutiques in the world’s most prestigious shopping districts.  www.shanghaitang.com 
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